
Traveling Naturalist programs include a wide range of wildlife topics from birds 

of the air to animals of the ocean to dwellers on the land. Travel and wildland 

programs will have you stepping back onto World War battlefields or visiting 

Alaska or New Zealand from your armchair. The hour-long presentations engage, 

educate and entertain learners of all ages!  

Adult Programs   
 A Unique Destination:  Planning Your Trip to New Zealand 

 Alaska Armchair Travel 

 Backyard Suspects –chipmunks, squirrels, raccoons    

 Bald Eagles:  Beyond the Basics – bald eagles, golden eagles 

 Bear Aware - black bears, brown bears 

 Birds in Black and White - penguins to puffins 

 Bison to Baleen- Kodiak Island, bison, gray whales 

 Bunny Hop – cottontails, jack rabbits, snowshoe hares 

 Foxy lady –grey fox, red fox, arctic fox 

 Here Kitty, Kitty - lynx, bobcat, cougar 

 Insider’s Guide to Alaska Travel Planning 

 It’s a Sled Dog’s Life - sled dogs, races, Iditarod 

 Loony Tunes – common, red-throated, Pacific, Arctic, and yellow-billed loons 

 Nature’s Carpenters – beavers and muskrats 

 Loosey Goosey – Aleutian Canada Goose, fox farming, Endangered species recovery 

 Moose is Loose – deer, caribou, moose 

 Otterly Wonderful Otters- river otters, sea otters 

 Polar Bear Possibilities – polar bears, citizen science 

 Quill Work –porcupines and native crafts 

 Rare Place, Rare Wildlife:  New Zealand's South Island - sperm whales, albatross, penguins, kiwis  

 Whale Singers - humpback whales of Alaska and Hawaii 

 What’s that Mustelid Smell? - skunks, weasels, sables, mink, marten, fisher, badger 

 Wiley Coyote 

 Wise Guys – owls, ravens 

 Wolves of Land - gray wolves 

 Wolves of Sea - killer whales 

 World War II on Alaska Soil: terrain and weather, battles, impact 

 

Youth Programs 
 Do Birds Wear Underwear? (Grades 1-3) 

 In Living Color (Grades 2-6)  

 Otterly Wonderful Otters- river otters, sea otters (Grades 2-5) 

  Reading the Wild - how to count, observe, identify like a wildlife biologist (Grades 4-7) 

 Trespassers in Nature- marine debris, invasive species (Grades 4-7) 



 

  

 

B a s e  p r i c e  f o r  o n e - h o u r  
p r o g r a m $ 7 5 .  

www.TravelingNatura list .org    
 

M e l o n i e  @ T r a v e l i n g N a t u r a l i s t . o r g  
3 2 0 - 6 7 9 - 9 3 3 2  

 

http://www.travelingnaturalist.org/


 

Sample of Traveling Naturalist program descriptions: 

Alaska Travelogue - Alaska is more than the largest mountain in North America and the Inside Passage. Here you 

watch wildlife, your heart dances with the Northern Lights, your fishing rod bends to salmon and halibut, your feet 

walk on the floor of the ocean during some of the largest tidal changes on earth. Experience Alaska with Melonie 

Shipman, long-time Alaska resident and traveler and wildlife educator, and know why it is called “The Great Land.” 

 

Bald Eagles: Beyond the Basics - With nests as big as small bedrooms and acrobatic aerial courtships the national 

bird of the United States is impressive beyond their white heads and large size. Their unique, little known family 

lifestyle and specialized adaptations make them a bird to watch with new eyes. Discover what is fact and what is 

fiction about these captivating birds.  
 
Foxy Lady - With their high heels, silky coats, and tiny figures the foxy ladies of North America “charm” even their 
larger relatives. Red, grey, swift or arctic their fast moves and wily ways enable them to maneuver through almost any environment. You’ll learn why the cunning ways of these small members of the dog family have been a favorite 
of fables and a frustration to farmers for centuries. 
 

It’s a Sled Dog’s Life - The world’s greatest athletes don’t wear gold medals – they would get stuck in their 

harnesses- they have four-legs and pull sleds across thousands of miles of snow and ice! Sled dogs have been 

providing work, companionship and entertainment for hundreds of years. You’ll have an insider’s perspective on 
what it means for these master athletes and their mushers to race for the finish dodging blizzards, moose, and 

exhaustion along the way.  

 

Loony Tunes - Meet one of Minnesota’s best ambassadors, the Common Loon, in an uncommon presentation. 

Translate their beautiful calls, float through their unique lifestyle and be introduced to their equally beautiful and 

unique relations: the Pacific, yellow-billed, red-throated, and Arctic loons. Revered by Native cultures and now a 

symbol of vanishing wilderness the loons have much to teach us still.  
 

Otterly Wonderful Otters - Playful, furry, amusing, and uniquely adapted to their watery home; that's otters for 

you! Learn more about these entertaining and clever furry friends as you play through a program full of facts and 

stories about river and sea otter history, anatomy, adaptations, life styles, key role in Alaska history, and essential 

role in keeping our oceans and rivers healthy.  YOUTH version available. 

 

Polar Bear Possibilities - Largest of the marine mammals, devoted mothers, prisoners and possibly the first large 

mammal to become extinct due to global climate change; polar bears are all these things and more. We will explore 

how polar bears compare to other bear species, their adaptations to the far north, their hunting life, and how 

Native Cultures have related to them throughout time. 
 

Wolves of Land - Though genetically identical to animals we eat beside, sleep beside, and consider our best 

friends; wolves are among the most misunderstood of wild animals. Myth or reality: Wolves attack humans? 

Wolves are wanton killers? Wolves howl at the moon? Learn the rest of the story behind these supreme 

communicator specialists of the animal kingdom. Demonstrations, video clips, props, and slides will help you see 

the world through the eyes of this mystical teacher.  

 

Whale Singers – In Alaska, their humped backs are often seen as they dive to feed. Pods may rise together, mouths 

fully open, creating bubble nets that trap fish. Well fed, they travel to Hawaii for the March mating season. Male 

humpback whales point their heads at the ocean floor and sing for their mates. The songs change each year, the 

mystery remains.  

 

World War II on Alaska Soil:–Alaskans are adventurous, resourceful, and nature-smart. However, they were not 

skilled in how to manage when the Japanese and the Americans came to wage war on the steep, volcanic, foggy “Birthplace of the Winds”. Attend a role play briefing of U.S. troop arrival. Skip ahead 50 years to learn how these “footprints” impacted the soldiers, the ancient villages, the wildlife, and the wild land; from first-hand accounts by 

Melonie Shipman, former Education Coordinator for the Wildlife Refuge that manages these former battlegrounds.  


