
Professional Development Opportunities  
for Education Staff 

To book a Professional Development contact schools@childrenstheatre.org 

EARLY LEARNER OPPORTUNITIES 

*designates a develop certified training 
 

Student Stories, Student Acting: Narrative Development through Story* 
Participants will be invited into an internationally growing practice: collecting stories from students and then 
turning them into mini-plays for the classroom. This whole-class method encourages expressive language 
development and builds positive classroom community. Explore the history of this innovative approach that 
celebrates kids voices and learn how to launch this in your own classroom. 

 

Acting Out Stories from Familiar Books*  

Participants will gain specific strategies to turn a familiar book into a classroom play, staring all of the children 
in the class.  Learn how children benefit from this practice with specific steps, question-asking strategies, and 
extension activities to clarify connections between this practice and common core standards. 

 

Improvised Storytelling & Storytelling Games*  

Participants will learn to promote high-quality language use by telling stories without using a book as  
reference. Explore and unpack  improvised storytelling strategies and practice games that encourage  
teachers and students to create their own tales. 

 

Interactive Storytelling*     

Take class read-aloud time one step further by learning how to TELL stories and then give students an active 
role in the storytelling. Explore the theories behind this approach to teaching and learning, as well as research 
supporting its efficacy. Focus on how to ask better questions to encourage children's reflection, which  
deepens the learning for both teacher and student. 
 

Trauma Sensitive Play: Naming Emotions  
Play is a powerful tool that can reduce stress, strengthen executive function, and inspire joy. Learn how  
emotional literacy supports healthy early childhood development, how stress and trauma can interfere, and 
playful strategies that you can use in your classroom or organization that incorporate emotional language and  
exploration.  
 

SCHOOL AGED OPPORTUNITIES 

Storytelling Strategies for Student Narrative Development  

Do your students have trouble getting started with writing? Explore a variety of story-starter and writing  
exercises to engage learners in moving beyond the blank page. Participants will leave with hands-on  
strategies to enrich student narrative and creative writing skills through theatre arts, oral storytelling,  
improvisation, and creative writing exercises in the classroom. 
 

Animating Critical Literacy: Exploring POV through Storytelling, Theatre & Narrative Writing  
Join us in unpacking multiple perspectives and point of view in story using theatre arts-based strategies.  
Participants will leave with a lesson plan, tangible strategies to bring to life in classrooms, and an  
understanding of the fundamentals of critical literacy and how theatre arts strategies support English  
Language Arts standards for elementary grade levels.  
 


